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One of the mos~ amazing hind it. After a brief glimpse of 
UFOs in history terrorized the body o.r the airship it faded· 
an American city more than from view and all that was vis-
80 years ago _ and the as- ible was the brilliant seatch. 

light which moved slowly in a 
tounding . incident remains southwesterly direction." 
unexplained today! A leading Sacramento citi-

It WC;ls in 1896, before air- zen, Frank Ross, who headed 
planes . or weather balloons the· town's street car company, 
roamed the skies, when an was among tho.se quoted by the 

. enormous spaceship flew -over newspaper. ' 
Sacramento, Calif. "All I saw was a brilliant 

The dazzling event .was wit- electric search light, twice the 
nesseQ by many promment res- size and power of an ordinary 
idents of the · city and repor~ed light, which was being propelled 
on Page One of the respected through the air by some mys­
San Francis.co Call newspaper. terious force. 

The newspaper said scores of "From what I have learned 
reputable citizens saw the in- from my employees - men of 
credible thing in the nighttime undoubted veracity- I am cer­
sky on Nov. 17, 1896: tain that this can by no possi-

"Many of them lived fully a bility have been a fake. 
mile -or two ~ist~nt from each "I watched the light until it 

, other, but t~mr accounts agree. passed out of sight 30 minutes 
' "The body of the craft was ob- Ialer. I have no idea to its desti­
: _long .and egg-s~aped. Midway nation or purpose. I can -only 

' 

of the. vessel and suspended say that I am fully convinced 
di~e?tlY benea.t~ it . was a that it was something out of the 
bnlhant search hght. · ordinary." 

"Above the egg-shaped body Some Sacramento citizens 
towered a tall, indistingui.shable told the newspaper they could 
mass whose shape it was im- distinguish voices coming from 
possible to ascertain, owing to - and could even see vague 
the fact that the onlookers' eyes human-like forms scurrying 

1 were blurred ~Y the brilliancy around - the UFO. 
t of the search light. . . The sighting has baffled ex­
r "It moved slowly in a circle perts ever since - ·but Dr. Tom 
leaving a volume· of smok~ be-. CroucJ:t .. curator- of the Smith-

A large portion of the front page of the San Francisco Call was devoted to coverage of the re-
markable UFO that terrorized residents of Sacramenta, Calif., In 1896. · . · 

sonian Institution in Washing- wasn.;L built in Ame~ica until WQUld have built one of those in 
ton, D.C., says he is certain the 1902- six years after the Sa~- America and· not revea(ed it to 
object was a UFO. ramento UFO. The Wright the world," he said. 

There was nothing else in the br?thers didn't fly untill903,· he "Th~ intrig~ing thing is the 
air that it could have been, he satd. reports of the f.>rilliant shining , 
said. . "ln EurQpe, zeppelins, very lights on the airship. This would 

Dr. Crouch, an. aviation ex- rigid airships, were flying at the have been very difficult-.to do at 
pert, said the earliest dirigible turn of the century. But no one that time." · 


